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Student Application Deadline is February 3, 2017

“GSEP is a tremendous opportunity to apply classroom skills to the real world, 
gain a deep understanding of how health departments function, and to connect 

students to MCH leaders.”

GRADUATE STUDENT EPIDEMIOLOGY (GSEP) 
PROGRAM
The Graduate Student Epidemiology Program (GSEP) 
provides technical assistance to states and localities 
while offering graduate students hands-on training 
in maternal and child health (MCH) epidemiology. For 
20 years, GSEP participants have had the opportunity 
to work with health agencies across the country 
to address specific, defined data or analytic issues 
with the aim of developing or enhancing MCH and 
Children with Special Health Care Needs (CSHCN) 
information systems.

This brochure includes a brief synopsis of select GSEP 
summer projects available in 2017. All projects fall 
into the following three focus areas:

• Data Analysis and Monitoring

• Needs Assessment

• Program Evaluation

Please visit our site www.gseprogram.org to view 
the full GSEP catalog of projects and apply online. 
Additional opportunities may be posted following 
the printing of this guide. Students may apply for up 
to three projects of interest. Qualified students will 
be matched with appropriate opportunities based on 
their qualifications, a brief essay, and two letters of 
recommendation.

ELIGIBILITY
• Masters and doctoral degree candidate

• Attending U.S. schools of public health (Council of 
Education for Public Health (CEPH)-accredited)

• Enrolled in a maternal and child health or related 
program

• Be able to complete the project before graduation

• U.S. Citizen of foreign national with permanent 
resident status

TIME AND STIPEND
• The placement is to be completed over a 12-week 

period during the summer

• GSEP participants will receive a stipend of $5,500 
disbursed over three months.

DEADLINE
The submission deadline for student applications is 
February 3, 2017. Students will be contacted with 
information about placements beginning in April.

If you have any questions about the projects or the 
application process, please contact:

Julia Fantacone, GSEP Coordinator

gsep@altarum.org
202-842-2000

For more information, visit:  
http://www.gseprogram.org

http://www.gseprogram.org
mailto:gsep%40altarum.org?subject=
http://www.gseprogram.org
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Map of Participating Sites

“My GSEP experience was a great opportunity to not only further my 
experience working with statistical software and large datasets, but also to 

work in the MCH field. “
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Data Analysis and Monitoring

“GSEP did a great job pairing me with a mentor who matched my interests 
and skill sets. I greatly expanded my epidemiology knowledge and shaped my 

personal goals and interests in applied MCH epidemiology.”

Alaska statewide perinatal analysis
Alaska Division of Public Health, Anchorage, AK
Analyze birth and death certificate data to describe trends as 
well as protective and risk factors in maternal and infant health 
during the perinatal period.

Colorado MCH issue briefs
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, Denver, 
CO
Analyze current data on pregnancy related depression and early 
childhood obesity to produce two maternal and child health 
issue briefs.

Influence of substance use and chronic disease on birth 
outcomes
Hawaii Department of Health, Honolulu, HI
Analyze Pregnancy Risk Assessment and Monitoring (PRAMS) 
data to assess how smoking, alcohol use, and chronic disease 
relate to birth outcomes.

Iowa public health tracking portal data visualization
Iowa Department of Public Health, Des Moines, IA
Analyze birth certificate, hospital discharge, and other data sets 
to create data visualizations for the Iowa Public Health Tracking 
Portal.

Monitoring social inequities in children with high blood 
lead levels
Cook County Department of Public Health, Oak Forest, IL
Analyze American Community Survey data to identify the 
relationship among place-based social determinants of health 
and elevated blood lead levels.

Health equity report on feto-infant mortality
Illinois Department of Public Health, Chicago, IL
Analyze vital records data to assess trends and risk factors 
in infant mortality through a health equity and social 
determinants of health lens.

Kentucky birth surveillance registry quality improvement 
project
Kentucky Department for Public Health, Frankfort, KY
Review, abstract, and clean data to improve the availability and 
accuracy of data within the Kentucky Birth Surveillance Registry 
on children with birth defects.

Kentucky CYSHCN data analysis
Kentucky Commission for Children with Special Health Care Needs, 
Louisville, KY
Analyze national and state level data on children and youth 
with special health care needs and assist the agency in 
developing an ongoing reporting mechanism for such data.

Analysis of Louisiana’s child death review database
Louisiana Department of Health, New Orleans, LA
Analyze Child Death Review surveillance data and Louisiana 
vital records mortality data to develop recommendations to 
improve data quality and utilization.

Maine PPOR analysis to address infant mortality
Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention, Augusta, ME
Analyze Maine Perinatal Period of Risk (PPOR) data to identify 
risk factors for infant mortality and recommend actions for 
prevention.

Utah severe maternal morbidity report
Utah Department of Health, Salt Lake City, UT
Analyze hospital discharge data to assess the current state of 
severe maternal morbidity in the state.

Assessing drug involvement in pregnancy-associated 
deaths
Wisconsin Division of Public Health, Madison, WI
Analyze maternal mortality data from 2011-2015 to produce, 
assess, and report on the involvement of drug use and 
treatment in maternal deaths.
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Needs Assessment

“The GSEP provides hands-on epidemiology experience in a health department 
and offers an opportunity to connect with public health professionals.”

Translating data into action: MCH equity project
Los Angeles County Department of Public Health, Los Angeles, CA
Assess socio-economic disparities, racial/ethnic disparities, and 
unmet need to develop recommendations for incorporating a 
focus on health equity and social determinants into ongoing 
agency efforts.

Early hearing detection care coordination needs 
assessment
Iowa Department of Public Health, Des Moines, IA
Assess the use and knowledge of care coordination plans in the 
medical home for children birth to three diagnosed as deaf or 
hard of hearing.

Bemidji area childhood immunization needs assessment
Great Lakes Inter-Tribal Epidemiology Center, Minneapolis, MN
Assess childhood immunization rates within the Bemidji area 
utilizing Indian Health Service National Immunization Program 
data.

Gap analysis of developmental screening in New Hampshire
New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services 
Special Medical Services, Concord, NH
Conduct an environmental scan of developmental screening 
data being collected across the early childhood system and 
identify gaps in the coordination of the data.

MCH needs assessment for northwest tribes
Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board, Portland, OR
Identify current MCH needs and priorities within the Northwest 
Tribal population and develop a 5-year plan to prioritize MCH 
epidemiology activities. 

Program Evaluation
Evaluation of Arizona school hearing screening program
Arizona Department of Health Services, Phoenix, AZ
Analyze Arizona Sensory Program data from 2014-2017 to 
assess disparities among children in hearing screening, medical 
referrals, and hearing disorders.

Congenital microcephaly surveillance system evaluation
Georgia Department of Public Health, Atlanta, GA
Evaluate the sensitivity of the Georgia Birth Defects Reporting 
and Information System’s ability to capture incidence rates of 
congenital microcephaly cases in metropolitan Atlanta.

Tribal prevention initiative program evaluation
Rocky Mountain Tribal Leaders Council, Billings, MT
Collect and analyze Tribal Prevention Initiative data on 
underage drinking consumption and support capacity building 
activities to promote community readiness.

Community health improvement process evaluation
Buncombe County Health & Human Services Mountain Area 
Health Education Center, Asheville, NC
Using a web-based interactive scorecard for collective 
impact, assess the impact of performance measure data from 
Buncombe County organizations working to improve women’s 
and children’s health in the areas of infant mortality, substance 
use disorders, and intimate partner violence.

Evaluation of CYSHCN care coordination initiative
Vermont Departments of Health & Mental Health Burlington, VT
Evaluate care coordination activities tracked through a new 
Care Management Database to assess outcomes of care 
coordination for children and youth with special health care 
needs.

Evaluation of CYSHCN innovation in care integration 
program
Washington State Department of Health, Tumwater, WA
Collect and analyze data to assess the extent to which family 
engagement activities and access to family navigators impacted 
outcomes for children with special health care needs.

Evaluation of critical congenital heart disease surveillance 
program
Wyoming Department of Health, Cheyenne, WY
Evaluation the Critical Congenital Heart Disease (CCHD) 
surveillance system to develop recommendations to improve 
data quality, acceptability, timeliness, and stability.
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